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Acts XXIII Ver. 5. 


—ti is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler 
5 of thy People. 


By By Em Gibſo on, D. D. Rector of bak. 


and Chaplain to his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop | [/ 
of Canterbury. 8 
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For it is plain, That the Evil-ſpeaking or Cenſuring which | 
God there forbids with regard to the Supreme Magiſtrate, is 
not meant barely of ſuch Cenſures as are groundleſs and unjuſt: 
lettheſe were generally forbidden — all Men, of what | 
rank, degree, or quality ſoever; and the Magiſtrate could not 
be ſuppos'd to have lefs Title to the Benefit of that Prohibis | 
$507, than the reſt of Mankind: ) But the plain i py > + 


* 
* 


. e NO, PR FREY 
deſign of the Precept, was to guard the Perſens and Autho- 
rity of Princes from the Inſults of licentious Tongues; which 
| weaken their Authority, and diſable them from anſwering the 


Ends of Government; and to which, norwithſtanding, there is 


ſuch a perverſe Proneneſs in Human Nature. And aitho? this 
I reſtleſs and ſeditious Spirit has, no doubt, been working more 
|| or lels.in all Ages; yet perhaps there was never any Age, 
| wherein it has reign'd with greater Malignity, or with leſs Reas 
1 MSC. DD eo neo 
Which being a Practice no leſs contrary. to the Laws of God, 

than Man; it may be juſtly expected, that the Miniſters of 
| God ſhould do their part towards the Suppreſſion of it, by 
| ſhewing how inconſiſtent it is with the Duty of a Chriſtian 
Subject: and the rather, becauſe theſe Cenfures are generally 
h utter'd under ſuch Diſguiſes, and diſpers'd with ſo much Cun- 


ning and Secreſy, as not to be cafily brought within the reach 

of Human Laws; and ſo are under no Reſtraints, but thoſe of 

Reaſon and Conſcience, ( 
Taking the Words therefore in their moſt obvious and na- 


| tural Senſe, and by ſpeaking Evil of the Ruler of the People, un- 
derſtanding the malicious Cenſures and Suggeſtions of Sub- 
Ijects againtt the Perſon and Adminiſtration of their Prince; 
1 will thew the great Evil of that Practice, „ 
I. In it ſelf; as it is contrary to Reaſon, Religion, and the 
avowꝰd Doctrine of the Church of Englands. 
II. In its Cauſes and Conſequences; as it generally ſprings 
from Envy, Ambition, or Intereſt, and tends to weaken and 


agg the Government of Church and State. 
I. This Practice is contrary to Reaſon, as it inverts the Na- 


tural Courſe and Order of things: according to which, the Prince, 
as the Fountain of Authority, is to derive Jultice and Judge 
ment to his Subjects by the hands of his Miniſters. But if 
every private Subject may take upon him at pleaſure to be a 
Judge of the publick Adminiſtration, and to be pafſing Sen- 


tence at every turn upon the Conduct and Behaviour of his 


lawful Superiours; this is to erect a new Court of Judicature, 
| and, inſtead of receiving Juſtice from the hands of the Prince, 
ĩt is in effect to paſs Sentence upon him. And not only ſo; 
but it is a Sentence of the unfaireſt and moſt unequitable kind, 
| as it comes from Perſons whoſe Condition lets them ar top great 
a a diſtance from the Springs of Government to be rightly in- 
| ftructed in Facts and Circumſtances, and much leis to enter 
into the Regen and Foundation of pablick Counſels. 
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© Side... They 
it is, to talk without Knowledg, to judge without Examina- {*! 
tion, to be very confident upon very {light grounds, and to |? 
be ſlaves to the Intereſt and Ambition of more deſigning Heads. 
And the Natural Reſolution hereupon, is to leave the Mea- 


Accuſmg the publick Conduct, that they ought in Reaſon 


1 | 4 1 3 = | 
Nor is this the worſt, that they take upon them to paſs 


Jadgment under that impoſſibility of knowing the Cauſe, and | 


rhe neceſſity thereupon of judging amiſs if they will Judge at 
all; but this Ignorance ot the Truth wakes them liable ro be 
miſled into all the falſe Opinions of Things and Perſons, that 
are induſtriouſly fram'd and infinuated by deſigning Men: 


Who being uneaſy to fre others in Favour or Authority, do 


firſt conſider what kind of Suggeſtions may moſt weaken and 


perplex the preſent Aiminiſtration, and then infuſe them into 
thole buly Heads, as the moſt proper Inſtruments of theit Am- 


birion, Avarice; or Keren nt 
I hey therefore whom the Providence of 6 OD has plac'd 


= Private Stations, if they will a& a wiſe and reaſonable part, 
ougnt to be very ſparing and tender in their Judgment upon 


Publick Affairs; eſpecially on the Cenſuring and Uncharitable |* 
ſhould conſider how weak and fooliſh a thing 


ſures and Counſels of State to the cognizance of their proper 


Court; and inſtead of fwallowing and fpreading Reports to 


the ditadvantage of our Superiours, to be very wary how we 


| believe or divulge them: becauſe on one hand the Truth of 
ſuch Matters muſt be to us uncertain ; and on the other hand 


we know this to be a moſt certain Truth, that the greateſt de- 


grees of Innocence are not ſufficient to protect Perſons in Fa- 
vour and Authority from the ſlanders of an envious and ma- 
licious World. 5 


As to others, who are plac'd in higher Stations, and have a 


__ nearer View of the Publick Management; they are indeed 


better qualify'd to judge in point of Knowledge; but then the 


ame Opportunities which make them more Knowing in pub- 
lick Affairs, fnew them many things which ought in Reaſon 
to make them more candid in their Judgment upon the Ad- | 
- miniſtration. They know what a large and weighty Task 


the Concerns of the Publick are; how many Difficulties ariſe, 
which the wiſeſt Counſels could not forefce, nor the greateſt 
Diligence ſurmount; and how even the Cure of ſome Evils 
on one hand, may be oft-times attended with unavoidable In- 


conveniences on another. And they who know and ſee theſe | . 


things, ſhould be fo far from being the firſt in Cenſuring and 


and 


and Equity to be the Correctors of others, whoſe Ignorance 


of theſe matters ſhall at any time betray them to too great 
Freedom and Severity. Eſpecially when they know further, 
how much the Peace and Tranquillity of 50 org is diſtur= 


bed by ſuch unreaſonable Jealouſies; and yet how uſual it is 


| with Men of corrupt Principles toſet them a- foot, and ſacrifice | 


the Publick Peace to their own Ambition and Reſentments. 


of their Behaviour towards their Prince, by the Thoughts 


| they would have of the like Treatment from their own der- 


vants; this Compariſon would let them fee how unjult and 


him by ſome remarkable Inſtances of their Favour and Coun- 


tenance, and admit him to a nearer Truſt and Confidence in 
the management of their Affars. This is no ſooner done, but 
the Eyes of the reſt are evil toward him, becauſe his Maſter's | 
15 good; he is cenſur'd and aſpers'd, for no othey reaſon but 
becauſe his Maſter is pleasd to think kindly and favourably 
of him, and he is openly declar'd unfit to continue in a Station, 
[for which his Maſter in the Choice has pronounc'd him the 
fitteſt Perſon under his Government. Diſturbances of this kind, 


- 


hereof, 5 95 55 
Now, it is the eternal Law of Reaſon and Equity, | Mar, 


. 22. ] That every Man do, as he would be done by; and it reſt- 
his Domeſtich Scene to the Civil Government, they would ſce 


hoſc Authority is ſo much more Sacre 


reſpects, than a private Family. 


| 2. This Freedom i | Hm! 
iſtration, being ſo much ayainſt Reaſon and Ezuity, is allo 


gainſt the Chriftian Religion 5 one ſpecial Precept whcreof, 


3 | Y Pas 


Could ſach Men, as they are Subjects, be perſuaded to judge 


unreaſonable they are. They obſerve (it may be) the Fide- 
lity and Abilities of one particular Servant, and diſtinguiſh 


I dobut not, do frequently happen in larger Families; but ſure- 
ly the Maſter thinks himſelf very undutitully ſerv'd by the pro- 
moters of them, and reckons their Behaviour a Breach of his 
Authority and Reflection upon his Judgment, an unreaſonable 
nterruption to the Peace of his Family, and an unhappy Ac- 
ceſſion to his other Cares and Ditticulties in the Government 


leſs and ambitious Spirits would in their own thoughts tranfer 


ow unworthily they treat their Sovereign in the ſame way; 
5 {: | g, and whoſe neceſla- 
r Cares for the Publick are too great and numeraus to need 
"BY Additions: Not to obſerve, that the ill influence of ſuch 
unquiet Practices, is fo much more fatal and pernicious in the 
Faſe of the Prince, as a Kingdom is more conſiderable in all 


n cenſuring of Princes and their Admi- 


— 
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bo purſuant to the Belief of a Providence, is this, [1 Cor. 7. 24. 
1 Thefſ. 4. 13. 2 Theſſ. 3. 11, 12. 1 Pet. 4. 3.) That every Man 


him: which is the true Foundation of happinels to Publick So- 
cieties; and to Private Perſons too, it they would underſtand | 
their own Happineſs They therefore whom Providence hath 
plac'd in a Private Condition, mult remember that God has aſ- 
ſlign'd them Buſineſs of a Private nature: and when they make] 
themſelves Judges of the Publick Adminiſtration, and are hot 
and Zealous in matters of Government, they are in that reſpect 
Irreligious, by aſſuming an Office to which Providence has no 


the Divine Providence hath committed to them. 


or poor) ought to conſider, before he enters upon ſuch Sedi- 
tious Practices, how expreſly the Scripture has guarded the 
Perſon, Authority, and Adminiſtration of Princes, from all In- 
vaſions of this kind. They are there declar'd to be the Or: 

dinance of God, Rem. I 3. ⁊] and conſequently are to be eſteem 


ble in the Eyes of their People. VV 
Further, the Laws of God and Man have made the Prince 
the Fountain of Power, and Authority; and in what Chan! 


be adminiſter'd, is left to Royal Wiſdom and og ange 


(6) 


conline himſelt a quiet and peaceable way, to the proper Buſi- 
neſs of that Station wherein the Wiſdom of God hath placd 


way calbd them: Eſpecially when they become Parties in the 
work, and the Inſtruments of perplexing and diſquieting their 
lawful Superiours, in the diſcharge of that high Truſt which 


Every Chriſtian Subject (whether he be high or low, rich 


— AER 


W o fab ee 


and regarded as his Vicegerents upon the Earth: A Doctrine 


that has but little Influence upon thoſe, who are ready to reg 
pay every little diſobligation, with unworthy Reflection upon 
the Perſon and Conduct of their Prince,. | | 


Again, the Tribute wich the Scripture aſſigns them, is H 
nour and Reverence from his Subjects; 1 Per. 2. 17. but it i 
very ill paid by. factious and diſcontented Men, who ſet 
themſclves to vilify the Wiſdom, Counſels, and Adminiſtrati- 
on of Princes, on purpoſe to make them mean and contempt 


nels it ſhall flow, or by whoſe Counſel and Aſſiſtance it ſhall 


within the compaſs of the Laws. Nor is it only the Duty 9 


every Subject, to be ready with his Advice and Afhiltancey. 


when he is calPd upon to give it; but it is his Duty alſo not ta 


murmur, repine, or be uneaſie to Government, it his Ad 


vice happen not to be ask*d, or not to be taken; nay, to re: 


joy ce heartily in the Welfare and Proſperity of the publick, tq 
what Hands or Heads ſoever it is owing, Which Branch o 
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the Duty of a Chriſtian be, ſeems now adays to be for- 
otten by too many; who valuing their own Wiſdom above 
Jt of their Prince, reckon it a juſt occaſion of Diſgult and 
Reſentment, if he employ not the very Perſons they would . 
name, or think that the Publick can proſper in any other way, 
than that they would direct; and who extenuate the Succeſs, 
and rejoyce in the Diſappointment of publick Counſels and 


and Deſigns, for no other Reaſon but becauſe they are not the 
Fruits of their own Adminiſtration. „ 


This is that Unchriſtian Spirit, which St. Peter and St. Fude = 
reprove, when they ſpeak of ſome in their own days who were _ 


Preſumptious and Self-wilPd, and thereupon deſpis'd Govern- 


ment and were not afraid to ſpeak, Evil of Dignities, 2 Pet. 2. 
10, Jude, 8. And the Scripture has ſufficiently declar'd the 
diſpleaſure of God againſt all ſuch Practices, in the teri ible end 
of Cerah and his Company, who murmur'd againſt Moſes and 
Aaron (the Servants and Miniſters of God) as having an ex- _ 
orbitant Authority; Numb. 16. of Abſolom, who ſtole arpay the 


Hearts of the People. 2. Sam. 15. 4. by infinuating the Male- 


Adminiſtration of his Father's Government, and the great 
Happineſs they would enjoy it the Publick Management were 


put into his Hands; and of Ahitophel, who had ſuch a high 


conceit of his own Wiſtom and Abilities, that he could not 
bear to ſee any other Counſellour preterr'd before him. 2 Sam. 


17. 43 


Dor has the Scripture only warn'd us by Precepts and Ex- 
amples againſt all ſuch undutiful Practices, but alſo requires 
every Chriſtian Subject to abſtain from them ot of Conſcience, 
Rom. 13. 1 Pet. 2. 13. Jude, 8. And yet they, who aſperſe 


and perplex the Adminiſtration of Princes ſo far as they may 


J witb Impunity, give the cleareſt Proof they can, that it is not 
Conſcience but the Fear of Puniſhment, which reſtrains them 
from higher Provocations and more open Acts of Sedition and 


_ Hoſtiliry, 


Purſuant to this Obligation of Conſcience, and with re- 


s Ss . . . + 8 
ard to the mighty Difficulties attending the Publick Admini— 
tration, and the general Influence it has upon Church and 

State; the Scripture further enjoyns us to Pray for Kings and al 


that are in Authority, 2 Tim. 2. 2. that by the Blethng of God 


upon their Counſels and Undertakings, we may lead quiet and 
peaceable Lives in all Godlineſi and Honeſty. But it is not like'y, 


that any who has an envious Eye upon the Counſellors, as pole 


ſeſs d of too much Favour and Power already, will pray hear- 
Fa ol © et ol 


on, I will add but one thing more; That wnatever Inſtauces 


Man, are further enſur'd and confirm'd to Princes by a ſo- 
lemu Oath of fidelity to be aiding and aſſiſting to them. With 


verent and Religious Regard to Authority. She has always 
taught her Sons, to conſ1.:er Princes as the Ordinance of God, 
and thereupon to reckon their Perſons Sacred, and not only | 
to ſpeaſt of them with great Reverence, but to propagate a 
juſt and Honourable opinion of their Wiſdom, Goodnels, and 
other Royal Virtues, An this, in order to gain and preſerve 
to them the Love and Honour of their People, and thereby 

| to confirm and eſtabliſh their Authority, which will always | 
be more or lefs weaken'd by every reflection upon their Per- 


- the ore runner of Nenn 88 
And next to the Honour due to the Perſons of Princes, our 
Church has ever inculcated a ſuitable reſpect to their Amini: 

FHratian; ar à great confidence in theit Wiſdom and Juſtice tor 


tily for the Succeſs of the Counſels, to raiſe their Crredit and 
Authority higher. And yer, as many as pray not heartily for 
the Proſperity of publick Counſels and Deſigns, and much more 
they who ſet themſelves ro perplex and obſtruct them, are (we 


| fee) in the account of Scripture, Enemies to the publick Peace 


and Proſperity of a Nation. „ 
_ To this Article of the oppoſition of ſuch Practices to Religi- 


of Duty are repuir'd of Subjects by the Laws of God or 


what honeſty and integrity this Oath is taken, muſt be left to 


every Man's Conſcience in the fight of God; but how little it | 
is regarded by thoſe who ſtrive to make themſelves conſiderable 


by oppoſing and dividing, and care not what injury they do 


the Publick if they can diſable the Perſons in Authority from | 
Adminiſtring with Eaſe and Succeſs; 


; how little, I fay, ſuch 
Men regard that ſolemn Oath of Fidelity, may be eafily ſeen 
by ail, but muſt be more ſenſibly underſtood by the Prince, 


who feels the daily Difficulties ariſing from ſuch Obſtructions, | 
and by the common Enemy, who plentifully reaps the Bene- 
- fit all Advantage of them. CR | BEE 2 552 1 


3. This Freedom in Cenſuring of Princes and their \dmi- 


niſtration, being ſo contrary to Reaſon and Religion, is alſo | 


contrary to the avow*d Doctrine of the Church of England, which 
has not in any one Point diſtinguiſh'd her ſelf more zealouſly 
and conſtantly from Adverfaries of all forts, than in a Re- 


fin, And therefore that Seditious d iſtinction between the Per- 


fon and Authority of the Prince, has been ever condern'a by | 


the Chi eh of England, as an undermining of Government, and 
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the choice of ſuch Meaſures, as may moſt effectually promote 


the general Good of their People: Forbidding the raſh Judg- 
ments of Private Subjects upon Publick Perſons and Affairs, 


and warning us to be cautious how we liſten to Suggeſtions _ 
againſt thoſe in Authority, and teaching us, in conſideration 
of the great difficulry of rhe Work, to make juſt allowances 


for unavoidable {lips and miſcarriages. 


The Laws, it is true, make a great difference between a 
Prince and his Miniſters, in the Charge or Imputation of Miſ- 
| managements: Bur as it is in a maniteſt Hardſhip oo Mi- 

niſters, to have their Proceedings maliciouſly repreſented to 
the utmoſt diſad vantage; fo the Writers of our Church have 
wiſely obſerv'd, That every ſuch Repreſentation is a real 
Wound to the Honour of the Prince; inſinuating, that he is 
either Weak in not ſeeing their Faults, or F/icked in permitting 
them. And fo, all Slanders caſt upon a Miniſtry, do really 
end in Diſhonour of the Prince; upon whom theretore they 


are at leaſt a very great haraſhip; and the more dangerous, 


becauſe they are always diſguis d wich large Proteſſions of Du- 
ty and Reverence to their Peron. Practice, Which the 
| Church of England can never approve, if for no other reaſon, 
for the ſake of that Excellent Prince Xing Charles the Firs ; 
whoſe Enemies took all occaſions to expreſs the higheſt Re- 
gard to his Perſon, becauſe they found, the aſperſing of his Mi- 


niſters would do their work, and make him and his Govern- 


ment ſufficiently odious among the People. 


The Loyalty of the Church of England, bring grounded ur- 


on a conſciencious regard to the Perſon, Authority, and Ad- 


9 miniſtration of the Prince; has another excellent quality re- 
ſulting from thence, which is, to be Fixe and Laſting; not 


9 


to riſe and fall with the Favour of the Court, with Which, 
as it does not begin fo, neither will it end. And therefore, 
| when we obſerve the ſame Perſon extolling or debaſipg his 
| Sovereign according to the Smiles or Frowns of the Court; 


ore while ſupporting Prerogative, and then again ſinking it; 


? 


at one time ſtudying to make the Adminiſtration eaſy, at an- 


other time obſtructing and perplexing it: We may be furc, 
ſuch a Man has nor the true Spirit of the Church of England, 
which acts upon a higher and more noble Principle than Hu- 
mour or Intereſt, and needs not to be brib'd or courted into 
Our Saviour us' d an Expoſtulation with ſome of the ers, 
Which may be very well apply'd to the Caſe before us,Occafional 
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Thanks or Merit have ye? For Sinners alſo love theſe that love 


them. Men of the moſt Seditious Tempers will be very ci | 
vil and obliging to Government, as long as they are che- 
riſh d and encourag'd by it; and therefore they who would 
be thought Loyal our of Conſcience, or, in other words, accord- 
ing to the Church of England Doctrine, muſt go a great deal 
further; that is, in the point of Favour and Advancement, 
they muſt acquieſce in the Wiſdom of their Sovereign, and 


kaving always their Duty and the Good of the Publick next 


thinking Mulritude, by a plain Accuſation and a fair Hear- 


ing, and not by ſecret Slanders and Wiſperings, upon clear 
and evident Proof, and not upon the Suggeſtions or Inſinua- 


tions of deſigning Men. As we find the Method of Pro- 


ceeding directed by Moſes in the cafe ot Idolatry, Deut. 1 3. 44] 
Ihoꝛs ſhalt enquire, and make ſearch, and ask diligently; and behold 
i it be truth, and the thing certain; then, and not before, the 
Sentence of Condemnation was to paſts. And the Writers of 


our Church, in preſcribing the like Caution before we con- 


demn publick Perſons and Actions, conſider wiſely that Poſts 


of Honour and Favour, are always the marks of Envy, and 


that Envy is the Mother of Slander and Calumny ; under which 
Head therefore, ail Inſinuations of that kind ought in Equity 


Loyalty: [ Luke 6. 32. ] If ye love them which love. you, what 


E Noa” Me. 


earts, they muſt continue the fame Tenderneſs for the 
Honour and the fame Zeal in the Service of their Prince, un- 
der all Circumſtances and in all Conditions. And as many 
sj call themſelves Members of the Church of England, and yet 
act contrary to this Principle, do not only ſo far ceaſe to be 
true Members thereof, but give her Adverſaries an Opportu- | 
nity of Reproaching her, as if Her Loyalty and Theirs were | 
_ equally built upon the ſandy Foundations of Intereſt, Hu- 
- nur, and Aman... noe „ 
Bur againſt that Truſt and Confidence ia the Wiſdom of 
the Prince, it has always been objected by the Enemies of 
Regal Zovernment, That we cannot have too ſtrict an Eye 
towards the Adminiſtration, upon which the Good of the 
Community ſo much depends. Nor did the Church of Eng- 
land ever plead, that the Relation which Minifters bear ro 
their Prince, ſets them above the reach of Juſtice : ſhe only 
'  defires that they may not ſuffer purely for the ſake of that Re- 
i H{ation, or (if ſuch a Relation mult be criminal) that ar leaſt 
they may be try'd and convicted by Law and not by Cla- 
mour, before their proper Judges, and not before the un- 
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to be ranked, till they appear upon good Authority to be 


Particularly, when Deſigns are pretended againſt the very 
Conſtitution; it ought to ſeem incredible that ſuch Changes 
ſhould be meditated by Perſons who were never ſuſpected of 
the leaſt Diſaffection to it, and who have nothing but that 
Conſtitution to protect their own Rights, Liberties, and Re- 
ligion. Men may differ in their Judgments concerning the 
bef and moſt proper Methods for the preſervation of Church 
or State in this or that juncture; but when either of theſe is 
really in danger from the Prince and the Adminiſtration, the 
Alarm wil be general, becauſe the Concern is fo too: as we 
found it in a remarkable manner upon the late attempt to in- 
troduce Popery. And therefore When dangerous Deſigns are 
charg'd upon the Prince and the Miniſtry by Perſons evi- 
| vidently iſgvſted ; when ſuch Deſigns are directly contrary 
[to the Education and Profeſſion both of Prince and Mini- 
| frer; when no Danger is ſuſpected by very great numbers of 
Men, whoſe Stations enable them to ſee and whoſe Principle 
and Intereſt oblige them to prevent it; and above all, when 
they who proclaim the Danger, will not allow of any poffible 
Remedy but their own Advancement to Places of Honour and | 
Profit: * in this caſe, every Subject who will confider and 
judge impartially, muſt ſee the Foundation and Tendency of 
| Huch Slanders, and wounder how Men can pretend to preſerve - 
the churcb of England by Methods ſo directly contrary to the Spi- 
rit and Doctrine of it; not to ſay, Methods which are a Scan- 
BY oo FOE A Fa vg | 
bus far we have ſeen, that this Freedom in Cenſuring of 
Princes and their Adminiſtration, is a very great Evil in it 
elf, as it is contrary to Reaſon, Religion, and the Doctrine of the 
Church of England. C0 coco roy 
I will proceed to ſay ſomething very briefly to the Second | 
General I propos d, viz. _ 2 „„ 
II. The further Evil of this Practice in its Cauſes and Con- 
ſequences. For by the eſtabliſnht Rules of Morality and Reli- 
glon, every Practice that is Evil in it ſelf, becomes much more 
ſo, by proceeding from unjuſt or unworthy Meri ves, and by 
being the immediate Cauſe of ſome particular Miſchiets. And 
therefore every Man is bound in Conſcience, before he en- 
rer upon any Meaſures, even tho in their Nature never ſo In- 
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nocent) to examine his own Heart, 


diency of ſuch 


_ rity of other Men; eſpecially w 


and Honour from their Prince, 
to an envious Mind; which revenges it ſelf upon the Perſon 
aqvanc'd, and the Author of the Advancement, in ſpiteful 


art, as to the Integrity of his 
Intentions and Deſigns ; and weighing well the Natural Ten- 
that they ſhall work no Miſctiief in the ena. 
Now, the pretended Motives to the Cenſuring of Govern- 


* 


ment, are generally tne ſame in all Ages; a mighty Concern 
for the publick Good, and Abhorrence of the Meaſures and 
Deſigns of the preſent Adminiſtration, with a ſpecious Reſo- | 
lution to protect the People from [ſome terrible Danger that 
is coming upon them. And theſe, without Doubt, are exceed- 
ing well calculated for the ends of Ambition and Popularity ; 
the Multitude being naturally unfavourable to Greatneſs, and 
very jealous of their Superiours, and apt to declare Men Patriots 
from their Zeal and Clamour agaiſt the Perſons in Authority. 
But however ſuch Pretences may impoſe upon Men, and bring 
about the Deſigns of this World, they can never deceive Al- 
mighty God; who ſeeing the moſt inward Secrets of our 
| Breaſts, requires that in every thing we do, the Heart be up- 
right and ſincere, and that all its Counſels and Contrivances be Fl 
grounded upon worthy Motives, and directed to juſt and Ho- 
nourable Ends. And therefore all Perſons who would apprave | 
themſelves true Chriſtian Subjects in the Eyes of God, ought = 
do be very ſure that their Zeal againſt the Adminiſtration pro- 
cCeeds not from certain Selfiſh and Wicked Motives, which are 
generally ſuppos'd to have a mighty Influence upon the Minds 
e ED 


I. Envy: which is Aeg at the Succeſs and Proſpe- 
e 


common level, and diſtinguiſhr * een! Wer of £ 2 
is is a ſight very offenſive 


Reflections upon the Abilities of the firſt, and the Judgment 


of the ſecond. It is this Spirit, which ſo induſtriouſly aggra- 


vates and divulges Faults where they are, and invents them 


N F Where they are not: for Envy (we may be fure) can never 
|| reſt, till it has puniſht that unpardonable Crime of being fa- 


vour'd and diſtinguiſh'd by the Prince. 


2. Pride and Amdition; the firſt, an immoderate Opinion 


of Men's own Abilities; the S&ccond, as immoderate a deſire 


to ſee them valu'd and regarded by others. And theſe two, _ 


when they are under no reſtraints of Religion, will naturally 
Taile a mighty uncaſineſs and Indignation in the Minds of ſuch 


Men, 


calures, to give himſelf a Moral Aſſurance 


n they are raisd above the | 


Men, to find their own Merits ede and others whom 


they had ſet ſo much lower in point of Abilities, elteem'd and _ 


advancd above them. And when they cannot be fo conſi- 
derable as they deſire in the eſteem of their Prince, they pre- 
ſently betake themſelves to the People; into whom they 
inſinuate the miſerable State of things under the preſent Con- 
duct, the neceſſity of putting a ſpeedy ſtop to the Miſchiefs 
|| hanging over their Heads; and, as the end of all, how eff) 
it would be for Church and State, if themſelves might be ad- 
mitted into a ſhare of the publick Counſells 
3. Intereſt ; which may not perhaps be fo much regarded by 
Perſons of a higher and more honourable Rank, but works 
very powerfully upon many of their Dependents; who hav- 
ing built their Hopes upon the Favour of particular Perfons, 


are extreamly eager to ſee them in Places of Truſt and Au- 
| thority, and thereupon utter Enemies to all who are in pre- 


| ſent poſſeſſion. This Diſpoſition never fails to make the pub- 
lick Miſmanagements great and numerous; nor can Men un- 


der ſuch prejudices, fee any poſſibility but in a change to their 
own Minds, for Church or State to be upon a right Founda- 


tion; that is, (in truth) a Foundation upon which they may 


probably raiſe their own Fortunes. 


It is to be fear d, that theſe and the like Motives ( Enzy, | 
Pride, Embition, and Intereſt) have generally a greater fhare 


in all Cenſures upon the Perſons and Adminiſtration of Prin- 
ces, than either a Concern for the publick Good, or any real 


| Fearsand Apprehenſions of publick danger. And ſeeing theſe 
are Qualities which the Scripture every where condemns, as 
| utterly deſtructive of the Chriſtian Spirit; whoever deſires to 
preſerve ſuch a Spirit, ought to examine his Heart diligently, 
Vhether he is not govern'd by them in any Action of his 


Life, and eſpecially in a practice ſo unworthy. and undutiful, 


|| diate Conſequences of this 


as the cenſuring the Conduct and Adminiſtration of his Prince. 
| And belides the Cauſes ; every Subj: & who has a juſt Con. 
| cern for the publick Good will conſider the plain and imme. 
Freedom in cenfuring Authority ; F 
lay, The plain and immediate Conſequences ; ſuch as it natu- 
rally produces, and we know by daily Experience to be the 
ordinary effects of ir. Becauſe ſuch Conſequences, being eafily 
| foreſeen, are juſtly accounted ſo many Apgravations of the 
Guilt; and, being alſo Miſchiefs of a publick nature and i- 


| Huence, are a certain teſtimony how little the Peace and Proſpe- 


rity of a Nation are regarded by ſuch Men, in Compariſon of 
their own Intereſts and Reſentments. Theses 
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true Friends either to Prince or Nation, | 
2. Another unhappy Conſequence of Cenſuring Princes 
_ and their Adminiſtration, 1s the br eeding of Jealouſies and Di- 
viſions among the People. For nothing can ever make a Na- 
tion eaſy and unanimous in publick Meaſures, but a gene- 
ral Truſt and Confidence in the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Inte- 
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- * Theſe Ill-conſequences are very obvious; and therefore} 543 


need but juſt name them, 


1. The Firſt is, the daily Interruption it gives to Princes, 
in their Endeavours and Conſultations for the publick Good: |- 
The Security of Church and State againſt Foreign Attempts, | 
zs a Care great and weighty enough, and need not be en- 
hanc'd by Domeſtick Diſturbances. And yet it Princes have 
no way to reſtrain Subjects from Oppoſition, but ſpecial marks | 


of Favour, and if a Favour done to one mult be accounted 


an Injury to many move, and that Injury a juſt ground of | 
4 Cenſure and Reſentment ; it is plain, that Princes muſt be | 
at greater pains to cure the ſecret Diftempers of the their own | 
Subjects, than to defend themſelves againſt their open Ene- 
mies; and that they whoſe unreaſonable Humours do thus 
divert Princes from the care of the publick Safety, can be no 


* 


grity of the Prince. Which Confidence is not only weakn*d 


and undermin'd by ſuch undutiful Cenſures, but is corrupted 


by degrees into Fears and Fealouſies concerning the Admini- 


ſtration. And when theſe Jealouſies are propagated and rooted 
in the Minds of Men, they always ſuggeſt the very worſt In- 
terpretarions upon the Deſigns and Actions of Princes; and 
theſe Ill- impreſſions make Subjects cold and heartleſs in their 
Service, and oft-times open Enemies to their Adminiſtration. 
And fo, the Promoters of ſuch Jealouſies do not only become 
gullty of alienating che Aſſections of Subjects from their Prince, 
burt liſting a Party in oppoſition to the publick Meaſures, they 
foment a perperual War in che Bowels of the Kingdom. 
3. But Thirdly, However Injurious ſuch Perſons are to 
their Prince and Country, without doubt they are great Bene- 
factors to the Common: enemy; who knows how 8 Divi- 
ſions prepare the way for his Conqueſts, and feels not a more 
tenſible wound from any quarter, than the unanimity of our 
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> > ounſels, and a thorow Underſtanding between Prince and 


Peopte. Whereas, every Diminution of the Prince in the 


Eyes of the People, is a proportional Increaſe of the Greatneſs _ 
and Power of our Enemy; both as it ſinks the Dignity and 
„Authority of Government, and as every degree of uneaſineſs 


and diſ-ſatisfaction under a een State of Affairs, naturally | 
s to think more favourably of a 
' Change. And altho? the promoters of ſuch Jealouſies may poſs 


fibly mean no further Change than their own Advancement, 


it ought to be remember'd, that it is not in their Power, to 
"what degrees they ſhall work, when once they are infus'd into 
the Heads of the People. i ns vibe os 


I have finiſh'd the Two Points I propos d, and ſhewn the | 
| great Evil of a Freedom and Licence in cenſuring the Per- 
ſons and Adminiſtration of Princes; Firſt, in it ſelf, and Se- 


condly, in ts Cauſes and Conſequences, 


„ Bl Sum and Subſtance of all, in order to our praftice, is = 


As we are Chriſtian Subjects; Let us pay that dutiful and 
| conſcientious regard which Chriſtianity enjoyns, to the Per- 
fon and Authority of our Prince; and ſetting aſide Paſſion 
and Prejudice, let us act heartily and ſincerely for the publick 
| | Good, as we will anſwer it in the preſence of GOD. 


As we are Subjects to the Beſt of Queens, let us reſolve to be 
the Beſt of Subjects, and repoſe that Truſt and Confidence 

| in the Adminiſtration of our Sovereign, which Her known 
| Wiſdom,Goodnefs, and Exemplary Care of the Conſtitution of 

| the Church and State, deſerve and require at our hands. 


As weare Church of England Subje@ts ; Let us be the con- 


_ | fant Examples of Daty and Decency towards Authority; and 
| demonſtrate our Loyalty to be the Effect of Principle, and 
not of Humour or Intereft. %% ons 


8 Above all; Let none of us, by aſperſing our Prince and 
ſowing Jealouſies and Diviſions among the People, * 1 


. Winne N 
= himſelf « as if we were a Subject of the Common Enemy. bee 
let us joyn heartily in oppoſing all ſuch Unchriſtian Practice, 

and be zcalous and unanimous in ſupporting the Honour, 
Authority, and Adminiſtration of our SOV EREIGN:. 
as the only Means (under GOD ) to continue Her a Glo- 

Tious Prince, and Our Selves a Happy People; and the on- | 
1y Teſtimony that we Cordially joyn with, the -Church in 5 
that Excellent Collect, on the 7 my of Her M Ac. ; 
on to the Thinge* 1. f A 


050 le us Grave to Obey tier Chearfully 
and VVillingly | er Conſcience ſaxe; that 
neither oar fi Paſſions nor our private In- 
j  -  tereſts my diſappoint Her Cares for the Pub- 
EET: 115 430d, Let Her always poſſeſs the Hearts 2 
Is the People, that they may never be wanting | - 
= 1 is Honour to Her Perſon, and autiful Submif. 
ES: fron to Her Authority, —7 OW Jetns Le 5 
our Lord. Amen. 3 5 
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